


Welcome

The President, President elect and members invite you to join us in 
celebrating our 65th Changeover night, 

Tuesday 24 June 2025 at the Dunn Lewis Centre.

To all our guests, friends, visiting Rotarians and their partners, we welcome you and 
trust that you will enjoy the fellowship of this important occasion in our Rotary year.

6:00pm Fellowship
6:30pm Commencement
Master of Ceremonies – Call to Order 6:20pm�����������������������������������������Rotarian Guy Porter
Rotary Grace ���������������������������������������������������������������������������� Past President Dom Fondacaro
Rotary Club Toast���������������������������������������������������������������������������President Elect Geoff Johns
Introduction of Rotarians and Welcome to Guests���������������������� Past President John Hozack
Attendance by MC��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rotarian Guy Porter	
Apologies by MC�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rotarian Guy Porter

6:45pm Main
Toast to Rotary International������������������������������������������������������������Past President Wayne Fry
Response�������������������������������������������������������������������������������Past District Governor Peter Ford
President’s Address�����������������������������������������������������������������������������President Ed Zonneveldt
President’s Presentations��������������������������������������������������������������������President Ed Zonneveldt
Investiture of Incoming President������������������������������������������������������President Ed Zonneveldt
Response and Induction of Incoming Board����������������������������������New President Geoff Johns
Toast to New President and Board�������������������������������������������������Past President Dale Wilford

7:30pm Dessert - Tea – Coffee 
Hamper draw, 45 club draw��������������������������������Rotarians Louise Garrett and Yvonne Young
Closing Remarks��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������President Geoff Johns
National Anthem������������������������������������������������������������������������� Past President Robin Cantrill

THE FOUR WAY TEST
of the things we think, say and do: 

Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and 
BETTER FRIENDSHIP?

Will It be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Advance Australia Fair
Australians all, let us rejoice, For we are one and free,  

We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea; Our land abounds in nature’s gifts, Of beauty rich and rare;

In history’s page, let every stage, Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing: Advance Australia Fair.



President’s Report

WOW, what a year it has been, so much has happened and the Rotary Club of Milton-
Ulladulla is looking good and going from strength to strength. 

I would like to thank my Board who have helped me immensely and it’s great to see most of 
them are still remaining to help Geoff in his role as President. 

The thoughts l had in my mind on what l would like to see happen in the club in the start 
of my year was hopefully more community work and also more social activities within the 
club, l think this was achieved as we did a LOT of service work such as Bunnings BBQs, 
Willinga Park Campdraft, Charity Poker Run, Driver Ed program, MHERV BBQ fundraiser 
and helpers assisting the nurse, Lighthouse Gardens Maintenance, ‘Park Run’, Halloween 
night Entertainment etc, Cleanup Australia Day, Stage set-up and hiring, Bar work at 
the Entertainers, Bar stall at BOF, Democracy sausage sizzles and there were some more 
smaller maintenance jobs done also. 

On the Social side we were kept busy as we had 28 Guest Speakers nights at our dinner 
meetings, seven Social nights such as (1) Trivia night (thanks to Jo Jones), (2) Altar Bar 
dinner, (3) Barefoot Bowling, (4) Ladies Christmas Luncheon (thanks to Deb Fondacaro 
and Sharon Rowen), (5) TAFE luncheon, (6) Pakistani High Commissioner dinner, (7) 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands dinner. We also had two Club Assemblies, 
two members induction nights, and sixteen Partners’ nights, so all in all it’s been a very 
busy year and we also had the Transition of the Blessing of the Fleet from Rotary to a 
community-based committee which went very smoothly.                           

My thanks go to Issa Shalhoub for his patience and great work as both secretary and 
bulletin producer, to which l could not have done most of my work without his help.         

I would also like to thank my Community Director Geoff Johns who has worked tirelessly 
on All the projects and also the maintenance and organisational skills on our equipment 
and making sure things are done on time, but he has had a lot of help from Simon Brown.                                                                                                                                

My Treasurer Bernard Jones, well what can l say about Bernard, he has done a great 
job keeping the books running very well and received and paid all accounts and they 
are looking very healthy. We have spent $34,973 on youth projects some of which are 
community-based donations, $15,970 donated to the community, $400 donated for 
vocational, $4,715 donated to International, but l am sure Bernard will give a breakdown 
on those figures, Bernard has also been a very colourful character and the stories he has 
told have added much amusement, so thanks Bernard.                                                             

To my International Director Tim Trescowthick who has done a brilliant job, he along with 
a few others organized our Charity Poker Run which l think will only get bigger. And better 
with his help and knowledge, also Tim organized the visits from the High Commissioner 
of Pakistani and Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, if you saw the amount 
of work he has put into those projects it would blow your mind away, so thanks very much 
Tim.    

President’s Report Cont.

To our Environment Director Craig Cameron, thank you for your hard work involving 
the Clean-up Aust. Day which we had a good roll up on the day and for your work on the 
Entertainers which kept you very busy but also your involvement on “Eyes for Africa” 
which is a very worthwhile charity that we donated $4,000. 

To our Vocational Director Craig Saunders, thank you also for arranging to have sponsors 
donate to our Driver Ed. Program and for organizing functions like the Altar Bar and TAFE 
luncheon (with Geoff) and your help with contacts that helped us with other projects. 

To our Youth Director Yvonne Young, many thanks for your work on helping our youth 
here in our community, you have organized two students to attend the NYSF which was 
held in Canberra and they learnt so much from that they are helping you for next year’s 
batch, you have also been very busy being the District Chair of RYPEN and had one 
successful program this year and currently working on another, you also had a youth 
exchange student come and speak on her time in Australia. This is what l think is one of the 
hardest portfolios to work on but you have done a great job and its dollars well spent for 
our youth so keep up the good work. 

Our club presented Bill McInnes with the Max Bayliss Award for his work in the 
community, nurturing young people through his involvement in teaching, SES and the 
Driver Education program.

Finally thank you to our Service Director Tony Fondacaro who has kept us all up to date on 
events happening and letting us know that we are getting older each year (only if he gets 
the right info) and thank you for your support, it’s greatly appreciated.

To my Vice Presidents Wayne Fry and Craig Saunders thank you both very much for your 
wisdom and information, be it local or historical it has been very informative and helped 
me, once again Thank you.

I would love to thank Gayle and Karlee and their team on providing us with beautiful meals 
each meeting and letting us store our trailers undercover in the car park and for allowing us 
a room to hold our board meetings, and finally to Geoff Johns, l wish you well in your year 
as President and know you will do a great job thank you. 

Yours in Rotary  
Ed Zonneveldt



International Report

Dear President, members and guests,

It has been my privilege to be director of the International committee for the last 12 
months.

During that period the International committee has hosted two functions.

The first was a dinner meeting where the High Commissioner of Pakistan to the 
Commonwealth of Australia, His Excellency Mr Zahid Hafeez Chaudri, attended and 
addressed the club. He gave a very interesting and wide-ranging address on his role, 
Pakistan, and Pakistan- Australia relations, and the current status of polio in Pakistan. This 
meeting was well attended, with the Mayor of Shoalhaven City Council, several Councillors 
and the Rotary District 9705 Governor, Rob Uhl, in attendance.

Monies raised on the night were donated to Rotary International’s End Polio Now 
campaign. These funds were doubled by the Gates Foundation.

The following morning, the Ambassador was taken on a tour of the area, with stopovers 
at Marine rescue Ulladulla, and the Mollymook Surf Lifesaving Club, where interesting 
talks and tours of the facilities were given. Many thanks to the volunteers of these clubs for 
hosting the Ambassador.

Later that morning the Ambassador toured Mr Rob Miller’s dairy farm where Rob showed 
the Ambassador his dairy operation. The Ambassador was very keen to investigate the 
possibility of exporting dairy heifers to Pakistan, a country that cannot produce enough 
milk to satisfy the population’s consumption. Many thanks to Rob for hosting the 
Ambassador, and to Bernard Jones for accompanying me.

In May the club hosted another Ambassadorial dinner meeting, this time it was the 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Australia, Mrs Ardi Stoios-Braken 
and her husband, Wayne. The Ambassador gave a very interesting address on her role as 
ambassador, her studies, and past postings. She also told us how she met and eventually 
married her Australian husband!  This dinner meeting was also well attended, and those in 
attendance seemed to enjoy the convivial atmosphere. Thanks must go to Ross Wade for 
helping to muster the large Dutch contingent that were in attendance.

On behalf of the International Committee, I would like to thank Louise Garrett for 
organising the wonderful raffle hampers, and Gayle and Karlee Dunn and the staff at the 
Dunn Lewis Centre for the delicious meals that they served up at both functions, while 
catering for those extra attendees that hadn’t RSVPed!

During the year the Club has made the following donations on behalf of the International 
Committee.

$4,000 to Eyes for Africa for the purchase of a Tonometer, a device to measure the 
intraocular eye pressure to monitor for Glaucoma and other eye conditions. This major 
donation was made to remember the efforts of the late Mr Michael Van Ewijk to the Eyes 
for Africa cause. Many thanks to Craig Cameron for organising the purchase and delivery of 
the Tonometer.

International Report Cont.

$400 to Operation Cleft. This would have covered the cost of a restorative cleft palate 
surgery to an underprivileged child in Bangladesh.

$500 to RAWCS ASSISI project. providing ongoing support to disadvantaged families 
suffering from extreme poverty and distress in the Greater Masaka Region of Uganda.

The project will support local women who survive by market trading in their endeavour in 
seeking a small income for basic food items for their family.

$215 to Rotary International’s End Polio Now campaign. As previously mentioned, this 
donation will be doubled by the Gates Foundation.

I would like to thank the International committee for their efforts during the past 12 
months and look forward to hosting some more fundraising activities in the next 12 
months.

Tim Trescowthick 
Director- International



Youth Report

WOW WHAT A YEAR.

Looking back, it has been a very busy twelve months.  The highlight of the past twelve 
months is the building of the relationship with Ulladulla High School (UHS).  In June 2024 
members of the Rotary Club including myself attended Ulladulla High School to present 
a presentation on the Rotary Youth Programs.   Please find below a list of Rotary Youth 
Programs attended by UHS students.

In June 2024, 22 Students from UHS attended the Science and Engineering at University 
of Wollongong, this is the first time since I have been involved in Youth that I can 
remember UHS being involved with this program.  On the 3rd June UHS again will attend 
this program hosted by Nowra Rotary Club at Nowra High School.

National Youth Science Forum (NYSF): Chloe Jeffers and Max Monaghan two students 
from UHS applied and were successful in attending the Forum in January 2025, both Chloe 
and Max attended a club meeting and spoke on their experiences at NYFS, Max has now 
changed the direction of his future career, Chloe gained more knowledge for her future 
career.  This year there are two students from Ulladulla who have submitted their details 
for NYSF.

Anne-Maree Kitchener looks after the Driver Education program, which was launched 
on 27 July 1991, the Chairperson of the launch was our own Robin Cantrill (Ulladulla 
High School Principal), panel; Michael Mastronardi (Ambulance), Senior Constable Ken 
McDonald (Police), Lyall Gorman (UHS teacher) and Adam McInnes (UHS student).

The program teaches students road safety, how to apply for a driver’s licence, how to stay 
safe, vehicle maintenance, changing a tyre, driving skills, driving, first aid, road safety .,,

Just under 100 students attended in October 2024, two groups and over two weeks, had a 
day at the Ulladulla Sport Park then went to Wakefield Park.

Youth Exchange – A recent club visit by Hilma Koskiniemi from Finland being sponsored 
by Rotary Club of Narooma highlighted this valuable youth program, hopefully our club 
will be able to re-start this program in the coming years.  Will continue to work with 
International Director Tim Trescowthick on this program.

RYPEN 2025, have received 2 applications from students at UHS, for the RYPEN camp, the 
camp will be in September 2025.  It was great to receive these applications as this has not 
happened since before COVID-19.

Working with Vocational Director Craig Saunders on two different programs, both 
programs have been a work in progress.  Firstly, with the return of recognising TAFE 
students with their studies at Ulladulla TAFE campus with a lunch and presentation of 
certificates to the students, this will once again happen in June 2025.

Finally, Working with Mission Australia in Ulladulla in assisting with renovating the 
kitchen at the Ulladulla Centre to enable the youths to use more efficiently.

Again, I thank the members of the Rotary Club of Milton-Ulladulla for their ongoing 
support with the Youth Programs.  Looking forward to 2025-26.

Yours In Rotary 
Yvonne Young – Youth Director 2024-25

Youth Report Cont.











Treasurer’s Report Cont.

Our support of the great Driver Education program ($30,000) included significant 
community sponsorship, not just our Club funds. Well done to PP Craig Saunders for his 
passion and skill in organising this sponsorship program. I am pleased to report that the 
Driver Education program received a $10,000 grant from IMB Bank which goes a long way 
to ensuring the ongoing implementation of this wonderful program.

In June, the Club Board approved a $5,000 grant from Club funds to support the Rotary 
Club of Taree on Manning to help with their flood recovery works. 

We were also happy to donate $4,000 to the Eyes for Africa program, specifically to 
purchase a Tonometer to assist in their great work.

Also, a $5,000 donation was made to the new Blessing of the Fleet committee, specifically 
to assist them in securing insurance coverage for the event.

And finally, the Club was able to purchase 2 mounted binoculars for the Lighthouse project. 
The cost of $8,382 came from long held funds initially donated specifically for this and held 
in account for a number of years.

The club holds 2 term deposits totalling $30,000 being held for future activity.

Overall, a busy year with plenty of money coming in, and money going out, and by and 
large maintaining a steady financial position.

I’d would like to thank President Ed Zonneveldt, Secretary Issa Shalhoub, the Board and all 
members for their continual efforts and support in allowing us to have such a productive 
year.

Finally, good luck to incoming President Geoff Johns. I look forward to working with Geoff 
in what I have no doubt will be an even more productive year.

Yours in Rotary 
Bernard Jones – Treasurer.

The 2024-25 Rotary year has been a big one, from a Treasurer’s perspective.

In August our Club handed over the funds held in the Blessing of the Fleet account to the 
new Committee headed so enthusiastically by Maria Lavalle, this was a total of $47,143 and 
signals the passing of the torch after many, many years of Rotary running this iconic Festival.

In my first year as treasurer, it has been a steep learning curve, and I have made it a priority 
to ensure that all Rotarians spending their own money on Club business have been promptly 
repaid, and that the Board and members have stayed well informed of our financial position 
at all times.

As mentioned elsewhere in this bulletin, we have been busy with a number of fund-raising 
activities including regular Bunnings Bar-B-Ques, other BBQs, bar activities and other one-off 
events including the Poker Run, Melbourne Cup Sweeps and Surf Club 5km Run.

These activities have allowed the Club to make a number of significant donations. 
In summary, our major donations activities include;
Value	 Category	 Description
$400.00	 Vocational	 Beyond Blue
$8,382.50	 Community	 Binoculars for Lighthouse Project
$500.00	 Youth	 Blessing of the Fleet Ball sponsorship
$5,000.00	 Community	 Blessing of the Fleet Sponsorship
$300.00	 Community	 Cancer Council Shit Box Rally
$30,000.00	 Youth	 Driver Education Program
$4,000.00	 International	 Eyes for Africa
$173.29	 Youth	 Halloween Event
$264.23	 Community	 Lake Conjola BBQ
$1,492.95	 Community	 MHERVan Program
$1,500.00	 Youth	 Mission Australia Shoalhaven Youth Centre
$1,000.00	 Youth	 NYSF support Chloe Jeffers
$1,000.00	 Youth	 NYSF support Max Monaghan
$400.00	 Community	 Operation Cleft
$500.00	 International	 RAWCS Donation ASSISI Program
$215.00	 International	 Rotary Foundation End Polio Now
$400.00	 Youth	 Science and Engineering Challenge
$28.01	 Community	 Sunrise Surf Club BBQ
$5,000.00	 Community	 Taree Floods Donations
$102.41	 Community	 Terry Snow Foundation in memory of Terry Snow
$250.00	 Youth	 Ulladulla High School Prize
$150.00	 Youth	 Ulladulla Public School Prize
These donations total $61,058.

Treasurer’s Report



Community Service Director Report

The Community Service Group had constant work throughout the financial year with the 
following things;

	 1.	 Bunnings BBQs netted $9,973.40 for the year.  
		  This figure is on par with last year’s total.

	 2.	 The Woolworths Arcade Money Spinner added $1,099.75  
		  to this year’s donations. With an estimated $400 stolen from it in  
		  February, the figure of around $1,500 would have been achieved  
		  which is on par with previous years. Since January 2022 the money  
		  spinner has made $5,777.80 for the club to distribute among  
		  local charities. 

	 3.	 We were offered a position at the Willinga Park Camp Draft to cook  
		  breakfast for the entrants and guests and from all accounts it was a  
		  big success. We banked over $4,700 for the four days and everyone had  
		  a great time. The Club really tested the BBQ trailer and it handled the  
		  job well. The BBQ trailer will be an ongoing upgrade project with new gas  
		  bottle clamps fitted, stairs installed for easy access and a folding table  
		  arrangement fitted thanks to Simon Brown. I am currently checking prices  
		  for signage for the BBQ trailer. 

	 4.	 The club received a request by Libby Reid from the Milton-Ulladulla  
		  orchestra to have two additional stage sections made. A quote was received  
		  and accepted by Libby and the Bendigo Bank and work will start  
		  on that job soon. 

	 5.	 I repaired the electrics and cleaned the Stage trailer for registration and  
		  with the board’s blessing, I am seeking quotes to reconfigure the vinyl top  
		  openings to make it a bit more user friendly.

	 6.	 The Club held its inaugural 5km Run with over 60 entrants taking part. It  
		  was a joint venture with Mollymook Surf Club and their generosity to help  
		  the Rotary Club make a great day of it, an extremely admiral gesture,  
		  one that won’t be forgotten. We held a BBQ on the day and raised over  
		  $2,700. We are currently in talks to organise the run again next year with  
		  a bigger and better event.

	 7.	 The Community Service portfolio helped with the Yurana Cancer Kids  
		  Holiday Houses by removing old swing sets and erecting and placing new  
		  ones and fixing some of their cubby houses. Thanks again Simon Brown.

	 8.	 Again, many thanks to Simon Brown for his help with the Blessing of The  
		  Fleet signage installation and removal in the main street of Ulladulla and  
		  his help with tidying up the storage shed, yet again.

Community Service Director Report Cont.

	 9.	 I received a request from a Scout Leader regarding a WW11 plane crash  
		  on Pigeon House Mountain and it prompted me to start looking at a  
		  campaign to erect a memorial on the Mountain for the three Air Force  
		  members who lost their lives during a mission in 1943. It will involve  
		  Shoalhaven City Council, the Aboriginal Land Council, the Air Force,  
		  Milton-Ulladulla RSL Sub Branch, the War Memorial, the Forestry  
		  Commission and a host of other vested interested parties.

	 10.	 The Club also helped with a Driver Education BBQ in October 2024 at the  
		  Ulladulla Sports Park. A great turn out for a wonderful cause. 

	 11.	 In short, the Community Service Portfolio has helped the club gain a  
		  total of $18,473.15 this year in donations.

I have handed the reins over to Phil Brown regarding the Park Care work at Rotary Park 
but currently, Rotary and the Council are not on the same page. 

I organised two wreaths from Milton Florist to lay at the Dawn Service in Ulladulla and the 
Morning Service in Milton. Assistance from Jason Russell and John Hozack was greatly 
appreciated.

I am committed to Rotary’s values and its role in the community and my goal for the future 
is to have better communication, especially with the schools so their needs can be met with 
the club’s help. Also, to increase the clubs standing in the community so that if required, 
the Rotary Club of Milton-Ulladulla would be the first thought for people wishing to use the 
services of a charitable organisation.  

I want to personally thank every member of the club who has helped me and the 
Community Service portfolio of the club over the past year and look forward to an even 
brighter and varied 2025-26 year. 

Cheers

Geoff Johns,  
2024-25 Community Director 

 






